
15 The Lyttleton Arms and 87-89 High 
Street (all Locally Listed)

The tall gables of 87 and 89 High Street and the Lyttleton 
Arms public house form an impressive historic frontage 
to this junction.  There has been a pub here since 1756, 
although the present building, with its attractive apsidal 
end dictated by its position, is mid-late C19th.  Until the 
1960’s this was a major road junction. 

Note also trail point 15a, this is where the Laconstoone 
stream flowed, continuing down the present-day 
Birmingham Road to join the River Stour at the bottom of 
the hill.

16 Former Methodist Church, 
 Birmingham Street (Locally Listed)

Now in commercial use, this former primitive Methodist 
church (1868), then Ebenezer Chapel, is a three-bay front 
in redbrick with blue and white polychrome decoration.  
See the 1889 foundation stones at the front entrance laid 
by dignitaries.

17 Whitehall Gardens 
Whitehall Gardens first appeared in the second edition of 
OS and has a commemorative tablet (1909) dedicated to 
their designer.  The plaque indicates their creation during 
the ‘depression of trade’ to ‘assist the unemployed and to 
beautify the approach to the town’.

For magnificent views of the town centre, follow 
Whitehall Garden’s steps into Whitehall Drive (the 
steps that ascend to  the junction of Whitehall Drive 
and Siviter Street), then turn around.    

This area is the ‘Tenterfields’ area of Halesowen and refers 
to the use of the land in the medieval period onwards 
cloth preparation.  Loosely woven cloth was washed and 
thickened by a “fuller” in the River Stour.  

13 11 Peckingham Street (Locally Listed)

There are several Victorian features on this building, 
including an intricate terracotta detail below the eaves.

14 The Queen’s Head, Birmingham Street 
(Locally Listed)

Queen’s Head was in Peckingham Street as early as 1675.  
The present pub (now Birmingham Street), may be a 
C17th building despite its Victorian trimmings. 
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The washed cloth was then stretched out on wooden 
frames known as tenters and kept in place with hooks, 
hence the term “being on tenterhooks”. 

17a  Fingerpost Gardens 
Prior to becoming a public park in the 1960’s, this area 
was open space, the rear of which contained a holy well, 
from which water was last used in 1925 by the adjacent 
Halesowen Brewery (now demolished).

18 Hay Moat, 10 Church Lane (Locally Listed)

The remains of a C19th cottage under the bridge 
(once ‘Dog Lane’), together with several inlets 
under the cottage, suggest this was a small                                 
watermill.  

19 6 - 8 Church Lane, Whitefriars,       
Church Lane (Grade II Listed)

This C16th timber 
framed house, 
occupying a raised 
bank above the 
road, compliments 
the views of Church 
Lane and was part of 
a group of cottages.  
Threatened with 
demolition in the 
1960s the owner 
saved it.

20 49-63 High Street, site of the Rectory
These 1960’s shops were the site of the Church of St John 
the Baptist’s (opposite) Rectory, a large detached building 
fronting onto the High Street.

21 65 High Street
Formerly 20 High Street, this former bank was built in the 
interwar period.  Note the decorated stone urns at parapet 
level.

22 Nos. 75, 77 and 79 High Street        
(Grade II Listed)

These buildings, formerly 30, 31 and 32 High Street, 
represent the sort of buildings making up most of central 
Halesowen before 1960’s development.

The late C18th front of 75 High Street hides a well-
preserved C15th timber-framed Merchant’s House with 
a fine roof structure.  The timber frame is exposed at the 
rear, accessible via the service road at the back.  77 is a red 
bricked building with a hipped roof, moulded wood eaves 
and a late C19th shopfront.  

The interior retains many of its original chemist  shop 
fittings and display items.  79 is a late C18th/early C19th 
red brick building with sash windows with flat brick arches 
with a stone parapet masking a hipped tiled roof. 

Walk back up High Street and cross the road to enter 
the churchyard.

23 Churchyard Walls, Gates
 (Grade II Listed)
 and Market Cross 
 (Scheduled Monument)

The churchyard walls to the south and east 
are local red sandstone.  The medieval market 
cross is a Scheduled Monument moved from 
the Cornbow after being blown down in a 1908 
gale and saved by civic minded industrialist, Job 
Garrat.  

It is a tall, cylindrical, stone shaft, much 
fractured and weathered, topped 
by a ball finial and small cross.

Walk through the churchyard viewing former headstones, 
edging the footpath - many are 300+ years old, with 
interesting carved details and inscriptions.

24 Church of St. John the Baptist 
 (Grade I Listed)

This impressive church contains work from Norman 
to Victorian eras.  The original tower collapsed in the 
C15th, destroying the east part of the nave.  It was rebuilt 
differently, explaining why Norman work remains and 
yet the church is not Norman in character. The west and 
south doorways are Norman.  The tower is perpendicular 
with a fine spire; the outer south aisle was added in 1883.  
Inside there is an excellent Romanesque font (1797), a 
monument to William Shenstone of The Leasowes and to 
John the Baptist. Tiles from Halesowen Abbey are display.

HALESOWEN ARCHITECTURAL 
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Introduction
Halesowen Town Centre can be traced back to 
the 1086 Domesday Survey although the manor 
and town of ‘Halas’ is thought to be Anglo-Saxon. 
‘Halesowen’ is from the early Anglo-Saxon ‘Halas’ 
meaning nook/remote valley and the Medieval 
Welsh name ‘Owen’. From the early C13th, it 
was a thriving market town due to Halesowen 
Abbey, becoming a local centre for woollen cloth 
weaving and as a regional market centre for corn. 

In 1220 a market charter was obtained by the Abbey’s 
Abbot, enabling a Wednesday market.  King Henry III 
bestowed a Borough Charter in 1270 and in 1344 a further 
grant was obtained for a Monday market and a four-day 
fair in June at the Feast of St Barnabas.  Following the 
dissolution of the Abbey, the 1539 Church Warden’s 
accounts show replanning, including a new market hall 
and street layout.  In 1609 the Lady of the Manor had the 
original 1344 grant reconfirmed resulting in the Monday 
market continuing until 1868 when market day was 
changed to Saturdays.
The town’s position next to the River Stour provided access 
to waterpower for industry, cornmills and by the C17th 
metal forging. Nail making was the main post medieval 
industry and many of the mills were used for slitting and 
iron production.  From the mid C19th, button production 
was also significant in the area.  The town centre has not 
altered significantly in size since that time although a 
redevelopment scheme in the early 1960’s saw a major 
programme of demolition and redevelopment throughout 
the town, resulting in the loss of many of Halesowen’s older 
structures including a few examples of ‘half-timbered’ 
buildings. Despite this however the original street patterns 
were retained, which together with the remaining older 
buildings help to capture the unmistakably historic 
character of Halesowen which is designated as an 
‘archaeological priority area’ due to its high potential for 
medieval and industrial archaeological remains.

1 Cornbow Centre
Up until the construction of ‘The Precinct’ in the 1960’s 
(renamed the Cornbow Centre c.1980’s), historic buildings 
fronted Hagley Street including Nos. 26-27, 32, 33 Hagley 
Street, which had at their rear with a large ‘Garden Pool 
Orchard’. The trees and pool were clearly depicted on the 
town’s first edition Ordnance survey map (1881-87).  
Exit Great Cornbow on Hagley Street, into the heart   
of the town.  Immediately opposite, at trail point 1a,   
is a run of 1960s shops and banks (3-22 Hagley Street), 
where a chapel once stood.

2 Somers Square
On the right is ‘Somers Square’, named after Walter 
Somers (C19th forgemaster), once the site of a very tight 
junction between Great Cornbow and Hagley Street.  
Hagley Street was considerably narrower, the terrace 
of Great Cornbow extending into the square by an 
additional four buildings! 1930’s remodelling resulted in 
27 Great Cornbow/Hobbs becoming an end of terrace 
building instead of a mid-terrace building.

3 27 Great Cornbow/Hobbs (Locally Listed)
A glimpse into how Hagley Street used to look, this is an 
early C19th building, retaining its original first and second 
floor sliding sash windows, Art Deco style stained glass 
and green shield motif of the transom lights.  Its side 
elevation and shopfront show how it became a corner plot.  

4 23 Hagley Street, 
formerly Lloyds Bank 
(Locally Listed)

An Edwardian purpose-built bank, 
it set the standard and blueprint 
for Lloyds Bank architecture.  

The upper stories of pointed 
arches and terracotta panels 
remain. 

5 Shop on the Corner of Summer Hill and 
Hagley Road, 1 Hagley Road

The start of a C19th terrace, still displaying its decorative 
window heads above the first-floor elevations and other 
original architectural features. Note the cast iron street 
plaque for Summer Hill on its side.

6 1 Summer Hill 
This former bank appeared on the second edition OS 
(1903-12) and until the 1970s construction of the car park 
marked the junction between Summer Hill and Laurel 
Lane (originally Buck House Lane).  Note the red brick 
section of the building (by back wall of the carpark) 
which was the prominent elevation of the building, onto 
Buck House Lane.  The 1960’s Queensway construction 
severed this building from the rest of Summer Hill and 
Laurel Lane.

To view the rest of Laurel lane, cross the Queensway 
using the level crossing, or use the subway.

11 Meriden House, 6 Great Cornbow , 
Former Fox Inn

From the first OS map, until the late 1970’s this was the Fox 
Inn public house, before becoming offices.  It occupies 
what was a long triangular marketplace, extending from 
the bridge in the east, along Great Cornbow and Little 
Cornbow, up to Hagley Street in the west.

 

12 24 to 26 Great Cornbow (Grade II Listed)

These imposing early C19th buildings were Halesowen 
Borough Council offices.  The canted bay window (left of the 
main entrance to 25 and 25a) bears the Halesowen Borough 
coat-of-arms marking the position of the former Mayor’s 
Parlour.  Numbers 25 and 25a include such features as a 
stuccoed Tuscan doorcase and crow-step gables.

Number 24 is built in Regency style with a stuccoed 
Ionic doorcase and a fanlike segmental tympanum (the 
decorated space above the lintel).  Notice the date and 
initials set into the brickwork on either side of the front door.

Opposite number 24 (at trail point 23a), where Great 
Cornbow meets with the Bull Ring, is where the Market 
Cross originally stood and the town’s market took place.  In 
1908, the Market cross was re-erected in the Churchyard.

Return to Queensway, past the 1970’s apartment 
block on the site of the former Magistrates Court, 
originally the site of a large detached house, The 
Laurels.  Continue along the Queensway, past the 
Police Station, then under the subway, returning to the 
town centre by trail point 9.

9 Cornbow Bridge
(Locally Listed)  

The Cornbow Bridge crosses over the River Stour 
and its associated sandstone walls are reminiscent of 
Halesowen’s historic past. The bridge’s name refers to the 
Corn Mill once in the area, first mentioned in a document 
of 1668/9 when it was reported as being in a bad state 
of repair.  It was periodically bought up at Salop Quarter 
Session Courts throughout the C18th and C19th as 
needing repair. The present bridge shows signs of repairs 
completed over the past 200 years. 
Originally the Stour was traversed by a series of fords, 
before being exploited as a source of waterpower in the 
C17th - when this bridge was erected - improving access 
to forges, mills and a tannery, The River Stour played a 
huge role in the industrialisation of Halesowen, providing 
power for iron foundries and manufacture of edge tools, 
vices, anvils and gun barrels.

The bridge also acts as the starting point for extended 
walking routes to The Leasowes historic park and 
garden; or to Hawne Basin/Dudley No. 2 Canal walk, 
Old Hill Station and Coombeswood walks.  See link 
map.

10 Helen House (formerly The Institute), 
12 Great Cornbow (Locally Listed)  

Built in 1877 as the Halesowen Institute incorporating a 
Reading Room and Library, like many other ‘Mechanic 
Institutes’ built in industrial towns by industrialists.  Gifted 
to the people of Halesowen in 1925, it was sold by the 
trustees in 1938.  
It continued as an institute until 1948, when Brady 
Brothers changed its use and it was renamed Helen 
House after Mr Brady’s daughter.

7 The Nail Warehouse, corner of Laurel 
Lane and Powell Street (Locally Listed)

This well-preserved building (despite the edition of 
rendering), is the sole surviving former nail warehouse in 
Halesowen and serves as an important reminder of this 
significant past local industry. Occupied in 1901 by James 
Heague, iron nail and chain manufacturer, it is where 
‘foggers’ (or ‘go betweens’) issued iron rod to the nailers 
to create finished nails. 

Marked on the 1884 OS map, it showed a large cart arch 
going beneath the warehouse (now gone), where 17 
Laurel Lane now stands.  The cart arch accommodated 
wagons for delivery of bundles of iron rods and dispatch 
of the finished nails.

8 13 to 14 and 15 to 16 Laurel Lane
(Locally Listed)  

A significant part of Halesowen’s principal nail making 
suburb, Laurel Lane, created piecemeal from the 1850’s 
until 1900.  Speculative builders purchased plots of land 
and although using typical Victorian architectural forms, 
developed blocks of buildings.  Note the plaque ‘1880 
AJA’ on 13 and 14; the use of polychromatic brickwork for 
the architectural door heads on 13 and 14, whilst 15 and 
16 utilise stone for both door and window heads. 

visit www.discoverdudley.org.uk

@DiscoverDudley @DiscoverDudley

There’s lots to see and do in the
borough of Dudley



29 Former Zion Methodist Chapel, 
Stourbridge Road 

 (Grade II Listed)

A typical Methodist  
Chapel (1843), with a 
gabled façade and semi-
circular headed windows 
and doorway. 

There is a dated tablet 
in its gable inscribed 
Zion Chapel. Dignified 
simplicity, it is now offices.

30  Waggon and Horses Public House, 
 21 Stourbridge Road
This C19th pub served the ‘Islington’ nail making quarter, 
appearing on the first OS map (1883) and the Tithe Map 
(1845).  It is a celebration of late Victorian architecture, 
with regular spaced semi-circular arched windows with 
polychromatic effect.  Stone door cases are inscribed 
with “Ales” “Wines” and “Spirits”.

Car parking
There is ample parking throughout Halesowen Town Centre, 
including: 
1. Cornbow Multi-storey B63 4RG
2. Pool Road B63 4AF
3. Birmingham Street B63 3HN
4. High Street B63 3BG
5. Andrew Road B63 4TT
6. The Leasowes car park B62 8DH

Refreshment and toilet facilities
There are toilet facilities in the Cornbow Shopping Centre and 
plenty of premises offering refreshment facilities in Halesowen 
town centre.

Visitor information
Halesowen BID
27 Great Cornbow, Halesowen B63 3AE
Telephone: 0121 794 2253 
Email:  info@halesowenbid.co.uk 
or visit: www.halesowenbid.co.uk

Disclaimer
Every effort has been made to check the accuracy of information 
included in this leaflet.
Dudley Council and the Halesowen BID Project and the locations 
featured cannot guarantee the accuracy of the details included 
and therefore accept no responsibility.
Should you have any comments about this leaflet please email:  
tourism@dudley.gov.uk 

25 Churchyard War 
 Memorial Cross 
 (Grade II Listed)

This 1921 memorial is 
a sandstone cross with 
octagonal shaft with 
a base and stepped 
plinth. The platform 
is bounded by a low 
octagonal wall bearing 
the names of the fallen 
from both World Wars. 

26 Church House, 32 High Street 
 (Locally Listed)

This 1897 ancillary building to the church, provides a 
church hall and Sexton’s House. It is brick built with steep 
pitched roof and plain clay tiles, and a west window 
comprising four paired lancets. It is surmounted by a 
steep gable with timber bargeboards and timber frame 
detail to the apex in an Art and Crafts style - both features 
mirrored in the small gablet over the first-floor window to 
the small dwelling to the right. 

27 Ivy House, 23 High Street (Grade II Listed)

Ivy House is an early C19th three story house, with an 
attractive doorway, original forecourt railings, a Tuscan 
cornice hood and shell pediment.  

28 The George Inn, 16 High Street
 (Grade II Listed)

The C18th George Inn was built in a prominent position, 
showing off its quoins (cornerstones), its redbrick and 
upstairs sash windows.  From here (known locally as 
‘Townsend’) you can see the impressive C17th Earls High 
School, formerly Halesowen Grammar School.

31 Church of 
 St. John the Baptist   
 Mortuary Chapel

(Locally Listed)

A Non-conformists 
Mortuary Chapel was built 
in the churchyard of local 
red sandstone with slate 
roof in early English Gothic 
Revival Style. The storey 
pent-roofed extension 
to the north may have      
been a vestry. 

32 Shenstone’s Grave (Grade II Listed)

Located 12m south-west of the church is a simple, 
inscribed, rectangular stone chest tomb with chamfered 
topped headstone.  

Shenstone died in 1763 and was buried in the ancient 
churchyard in the shadow of the spire, featured in several 
of his famous views. 

He was a major figure in English landscape gardening 
and a minor poet.  He began work on The Leasowes 
in 1743, turning it from a grazing farm into a model of 
romantic landscape design or a Ferme Ornee, visited by 
many famous contemporaries and considered a source of 
inspiration.

He devised a circuit walk around the farm, setting up 
monuments, urns, statues, seats and follies to encourage 
visitors to appreciate many different views. 

Today, the Leasowes is a Grade I listed Registered Park 
and Garden and Conservation Area; it is designated as a 
Site of Special Scientific Interest and also forms part of the 
Black Country UNESCO Global Geopark. 
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Historic Dudley and other trails
For more information about historic Dudley and other 
borough town and architectural trails visit 
www.dudley.gov.uk/town-and-architectural-trails

16  DRINKING FOUNTAIN

Further visitor information visit
Dudley Council Plus, 259 Castle St, Dudley DY1 1LQ
Tel: 0300 5552345

For information about Dudley’s historic environment visit 
www.dudley.gov.uk/resident/planning/historic-environment

17  LONG ENTRY 20 HALL STREET JUNCTION WITH
 THE MARKET PLACE

24 COTTAGES AT
 NOS 6, 7 AND 7A   
 THE BROADWAY

23 EARL OF DUDLEY’S STATUE
 (and the start of the Dudley Time Trail)

25 FELLOW’S CLUB AND THE
 FORMER ZOO OFFICES

21 CORNER OF CASTLE STREET
 AND NEW STREET

22 ST EDMUND’S CHURCH
18  FORMER WOOLWORTH’S

19  MARKET PLACE

In 1860, the 17th century town hall was demolished and 
replaced by the present fountain.  Its purpose was to 
provide clean drinking water for dogs, horses and people. 
 
It was commissioned by the Earl of Dudley and first 
flowed in 1867 when it was ceremonially presented 
to the people of Dudley by Countess Georgina.  The 
fountain is listed Grade II* and was designed and 
sculpted in flamboyant Italian Renaissance style by 
James Forsyth who sculpted the Perseus Fountain 
at Witley Court, Worcestershire. Note the statues of 
mining and agriculture located within the two niches 
and the figures of commerce and industry on the top.

To view or download existing or new trails and find out 
details about other Dudley attractions, visit 
www.dudley.gov.uk or www.discoverdudley.org.uk

To find out more about the Tecton Structures visit 
http://tectons.dudleyzoo.org.uk

This passage runs from Market 
Place to King Street, the length 
of a medieval burgage plot, 
sinuously curving in a reversed ‘S’ 
shape.  This is typical of the curve 
created when ploughing with 
teams of oxen to create individual 
strips in medieval fields.  Most 
of the property boundaries off 
the High Street and Market Place 
still exhibit this feature, which 
suggests the Norman planned 
town was originally laid out over 
the arable fields of Anglo Saxon 
Dudley.

Note the Victorian red brick upper storeys of the 
buildings on the corner and the cast iron enamelled 
sign for ‘Hall Street’.  This block contains the famous 
Teddy Gray sweet shop and is all that survives from this 
historic street mostly swept away by the construction 
of the Churchill Centre erected in the 1960s, a product 
of the Festival of Britain movement.  The street’s 
alignment was incorporated in the new design and can 
still be followed through the precinct.

The Broadway was originally 
Downing Street and was first driven 
through to link Castle Street to 
Tower Street in 1839.  The northern 
ends of both streets were cut 
off from the town itself and Lord 
Dudley then took them into the 
Castle grounds, building a new boundary 
wall and entrance gates.  The Grade II listed row of 
cottages at 6, 7 and 7a The Broadway represents a 
captured remnant of Castle Street and although they 
were rebuilt in brick in the mid 19th century, some still 
incorporate fragments of limestone walling from earlier 
cottages on the same alignment

This building (currently Ladbrokes) was formerly the 
Hen and Chickens pub, rebuilt and extended in1932 to 
designs by A T Butler.

Known locally as Bottom 
Church, St Edmund’s was 
Dudley’s oldest church until it 
was demolished in 1646 during 
the Civil War by the Royalist 
defenders of Dudley Castle 
in order to clear their field of 
fire.  The church was rebuilt 
through public subscription 
in 1724 in the Palladian style 
and is thought to be designed 
by Thomas Archer.  It is listed 
Grade II*.

Looking above the modern shopfront, note how 
the upper floors present a striking architectural 
composition in streamlined Art Deco style, 
incorporating chevron patterns typical of the early 
20th century Woolworth’s ‘house style’.

A market has been regularly held here since Dudley 
received its Market Charter in 1268.  Originally the 
Town Hall and a series of buildings called ‘Middle 
Row’ occupied the central space and excavations in 
2014 revealed that the buildings were composed of 
limestone, a material commonly used in Dudley from 
the 17th century onwards.

Erected in 1888, the Grade II listed 
statue of the first hereditary Earl of 
Dudley was designed by C B Birch 
and is of marble standing on a granite 
pedestal, itself on a stone base. Look for 
a bronze plaque on the ground close to 
this statue—this is the start of the Dudley 
Time Trail.

The Gothic former Zoo offices, dating from the mid 
19th century, and Fellows Restaurant with its embattled 
parapet are both listed Grade II and catch the eye at 
the top of The Broadway.

1  THE INHEDGE5  FORMER HEAD POST OFFICE8  ST THOMAS’S CHURCH (TOP CHURCH) 11 NO 1 AND 2
 WOLVERHAMPTON STREET

14 222A/223 HIGH STREET

15 FOUNTAIN ARCADE,
 MARKET SQUARE ENTRANCE

2  FINCH HOUSE6  THE CROWN INN

9  THE COOPERATIVE EMPORIUM12  BARCLAY’S BANK

13  CRITERION CINEMA

10  FORMER CRANAGE’S AND
       THE LITTLE BARREL

7  UNITARIAN CHAPEL 

3  CHADDESLEY HOUSE

4  FORMER LLOYDS BANK

“Inhedge” is variously a medieval field name or else the 
“innidge” - the ditch outside the town walls.  Whatever 
its origin, the street still marks the transition between 
medieval town (the narrow part of Wolverhampton 
Street) and country (wider part).

In the 19th century it was the gardens associated with 
Horsley House, a Victorian mansion originally set in two 
acres of grounds.  It was purchased by the Corporation 
in 1955 and demolished in 1958.

Though built in 1909, this imposing sandstone-faced 
building is very much in the Classical manner.  This Grade 
II listed building boasts a huge, off-centre pediment 
mounted on pilasters (columns attached to the wall) and a 
fine stone coat-of-arms.  It also has other features such as 
quoins (the raised blockwork at the corners) and parapet 
typical of the last flush of Edwardian Classical 
architecture.  This building contrasts well 
with the ‘Commercial Gothic’ style of the 
adjacent Crown Inn.

Founded in the 12th century and 
originally dedicated to St Thomas A 
Becket, only the stone crypt of the 
medieval church survived a complete 
late Georgian rebuilding.  The present 
church, locally known as Top Church, 
was built in 1815-18 by the architect 
William Brooks in a light sandstone, 
probably Tixall stone.  It is constructed 
with a frame, roof spans and window 
tracery of cast iron.  This very early use 
of iron technology justifies its Grade II* 
status. Internally it has a font sculpted 
by James Forsyth who also carved the 
Dudley drinking fountain (No.16).  

The 18th century first floor facades and 
later shopfronts of the jeweller’s shop and 
the Shrewsbury Arms pub, hide evidence 
of earlier timber-framed buildings, similar 
to those which once lined both sides of 
Wolverhampton Street.  The jeweller’s has 
a fine Art Nouveau shopfront, with curved 
glass and bevelling and the jeweller’s 
name on elaborate panels beneath 
the window.  This is the last remaining 
shopfront of this style in Dudley. Both are 
listed Grade II.  

The elegant building (currently a branch of River 
Island) dates from the early to mid 19th  century 
and is a good example of the architecture of 
the period, thus is Grade II listed.  Note the 
progressively reducing depth of window from the 
grandly pedimented ones at first floor to the simple, 
square frames at third floor level.  The bold stone 
cornice (projecting parapet) above the second floor 
windows and eaves balustrade are typical features 
of the period

In direct contrast to its Georgian neighbour, the 
Fountain Arcade, which was built in 1925, exhibits 
the English free style of architecture, in stone and 
red brick. It incorporates a pair of curved Flemish 
gables with pairs of oriel windows on the upper 
floors, framing the entrance. The architect was 
George Coslett.

Finch House was built in 1707 for John Finch, who was 
a rich nail and iron merchant and fellow member of 
the Unitarian Chapel (see No.7).  It is a good example 
of the Queen Anne style, in red brick with a prominent 
central bay and pediments and has been a Grade II* 
listed building since 1949.

Built in 1895, the Grade II 
listed building, with its striking 
appearance and prominent location, 
is a landmark in Dudley. The 
Crown retains its Victorian Gothic 
character, displayed in its splendid 
spired bartizan (corner turret 
with windows) and first floor oriel 
windows, crowned with charming 
little chateau-style roofs, covered in 
distinctive Westmorland slate.

The current Grade II listed building 
dates from 1717, built after the 
original chapel (opened in 1702) was burnt down in a 
riot (a fate met by many non-conformist chapels at the 
time).  The non-conformist tradition was particularly 
strong in the industrial towns of the Black Country, 
including Dudley.  This Chapel is sandstone with a 
west front faced in stucco and has a rather Byzantine 
appearance above the front door.  Attached to the 
chapel is the old Parsons Charity School, with its 
Victorian round-headed cast iron windows - a most 
unusual and attractive building.

This delightful eighteenth century house marks a 
period of expansion of the town.  Noteworthy are the 
ball ornaments on the parapet.  This is one of a row of 
buildings designed as prestigious Georgian and early 
Victorian townhouses, which are now all listed Grade II. 

During the Edwardian period, 
Lloyds developed what was 
almost a house style for its 
banks.  The combination of 
pointed arches, Romanesque 
detailing and terracotta 
panels of ornate decorative 
foliage, is typical of this style. 

On the opposite corner to St Thomas’s Church and 
standing in complete contrast to it, is the tiled, three 
storey former ‘Cooperative 
Emporium’.  Designed by Webb 
& Gray and built in the 1930s 
Modernist style, with metal 
windows and a circular roof 
turret faced with faience tiles, this 
building is a major landmark.

This truly imposing building 
which dominates the view 
up Wolverhampton Street 
was built c 1930.  The bank 
has a large pediment on 
Corinthian columns and 
squared pilasters above the 
angled corner entrance, 
symbolising stability. 

This is another building adopting the Classical 
style, with its symmetrical façade, pilasters and bold 
triangular pediment. The former cinema opened in 
1923, but closed in 1956. It was one of a number of 
cinemas in the town including the 1937 Odeon cinema 
located opposite Dudley Zoo entrance and the 1928 
Regent Cinema opposite Top Church (now the Venue). 

Two of the most notable buildings are on this side of 
the historic, though much-altered, high street.  The 
frontage of the Little Barrel is of a width typical of one 
of the town’s original burgage plots and it is notable the 
internal walls curve in a reversed ‘S’ shape.  Cranage’s is 
a small building distinguished by its delightful two storey 
oriel window and ‘C’ in an oval garland high on the front 
wall.  These were once sophisticated tea rooms.

WELCOME TO DUDLEY’S
ARCHITECTUAL HERITAGE TRAIL

This tour allows you to experience  
Dudley’s fascinating history through 
its buildings and forms just one part of 
Dudley Council’s suite of self–guided tours 
for the town centre – including the Dudley 
Time Trail (30 bronze ground plaques) and 
the Tecton Trail (Dudley Zoo’s 12 examples 
of 1930s reinforced concrete structures).  
New trails are often introduced.  

The town grew around the foot of the castle and the  
broad medieval market place was at the heart of the 
medieval planned town laid out by Gervase Paganel in 
the 12th century.  It was 
flanked by ‘burgage 
plots’ formed of shop 
frontages with long 
strips of land to the 
rear, which as ‘back 
lanes’ set a limit to the 
built-up area. 

The 17th century, 
however, saw a steady 
expansion with the 
growth of coal mining 
and ironworking, but 
through the Black Country’s industrial heyday in the 
18th and 19th centuries, Dudley kept its image of a 
bustling market town.  Today’s town centre possesses 
a number of attractive buildings well worth a second 
glance.  Some examples of these buildings make up 
Dudley’s Architectural Heritage Trail.

Discover over 900 years of 
architectural history along 
our heritage trail

DUDLEY 
ARCH TECTURAL

HERITAGE TRAIL

September 2018

WILDLIFE AT THE LEASOWES
THE LEASOWES IS NOT ONLY AN HISTORIC LANDSCAPE 
BUT ALSO A ‘SITE OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST’ (SSSI) 
NATURE RESERVE. THE SITE HAS SEVERAL DIFFERENT 
HABITATS, INCLUDING WOODLAND, GRASSLANDS, PONDS 
AND STREAMS, EACH ONE PROVIDING A HOME FOR, AND 
SUPPORTING, MANY DIFFERENT SPECIES. 

The most dramatic change to the landscape, however,
was the construction of the Dudley No.2 canal. When
opened in 1797, it had reduced the extent of Priory Pool
and blocked views across Halesowen.

John Hodgetts sold The Leasowes in 1765 and, after
several further changes in ownership, it was purchased in
1934 by Halesowen Council, which became part of
Dudley Council in 1974.

In 2008 work got underway to restore the landscape to its 
former glory, with restoration works taking place to Virgils 
Grove using Shenstone’s original design. The high cascade 
was also rebuilt, footpaths returned to their original layout 
and many new trees and wildflowers replanted. The project, 
which was completed by December 2008, was funded by 
the Heritage Lottery Fund.

In the 18th century, the farmland would have been a 
mixture of arable, pasture and hay meadow; the name 
‘Leasowes’ means meadow and some areas retain 
evidence of the former ridge and furrow ploughing system. 
The woodland was less extensive and comprised of oak 
and beech with an understory of hazel which would have 
been managed as coppice to produce timber, charcoal and 
fencing. 

The woodland is now managed to benefit wildlife. In spring, 
the woodlands are awash with bluebells and ransoms 
whilst the drumming of woodpeckers echo through the 
valleys. The ponds and streams support large populations 
of frogs and toads, in summer brown hawker dragonflies 
patrol the banks whilst kingfishers feed on sticklebacks and 
other small fish. 

The grasslands have remained for undisturbed for centuries 
creating the perfect environment for fungi, wildflowers, 
invertebrates and small mammals. Consequently, The 
Leasowes was designated a SSSI for its meadow flora and 
29 species of colourful waxcap fungi which can be seen 
in Autumn. These include five internationally rare species 
including the delicate ‘ballerina waxcap’. More information 
can be found in the accompanying leaflet ‘The Leasowes 
SSSI, a guide to the waxcap grasslands’.

It is an offence ‘to intentionally or recklessly’ damage the 
flora or fauna of interest within the SSSI. We hope you 
appreciate the special fungi 
and grassland habitat but 
please leave them for others 
to enjoy.

p
IN 2008 WORK TOOKPLACE TO RESTORE THE 
LANDSCAPE BACK TO ITS FORMER GLORY’

Black Country
Global Geopark Project

Black Country
Global Geopark Project

THE LEASOWES
GEOSITE: 26 

A guide to the historic landscape 
and nature reserve

LOCATION
THE LEASOWES
LEASOWES LANE
OFF MUCKLOW HILL
HALESOWEN
WEST MIDLANDS B62 8DH

THE LEASOWES LIES EAST OF
HALESOWEN, NOT FAR FROM
JUNCTION 3 OF THE M5 MOTORWAY.

CONTACT US
t.  01384 814642
e.  leasowes.country@dudley.gov.uk
www.dudley.gov.uk

For more information visit 
www.discoverdudley.org.uk/walking-trails 

For more information and to view other
special Black Country geosites, visit: 
blackcountrygeopark.org.uk

THE LEASOWESTHE SHENSTONE FAMILYTHE WILLIAM SHENSTONE ERA

NESTLED TO THE EAST OF HALESOWEN, THE 
ENCHANTING LANDSCAPE OF THE LEASOWES 
HOLDS GREAT HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE IN 
THE BOROUGH AND BEYOND AND IS HOME TO 
MANY WONDERFUL SPECIES THAT LIVE IN ITS 
WOODLAND, GRASSLAND, STREAMS AND LAKES.

IT WAS IN THE EARLY 18TH CENTURY THAT THE 
SHENSTONE FAMILY MOVED FROM THE NEARBY LAPAL 
TO THE LEASOWES AND ON NOVEMBER 5 1714 WILLIAM 
SHENSTONE WAS BORN TO PARENTS THOMAS AND ANNE.

THE LEASOWES IS RENOWNED BOTH NATIONALLY AND 
INTERNATIONALLY FOR ITS SIGNIFICANCE IN MARKING A 
FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE IN GARDEN DESIGN.

Designed and created by poet William Shenstone 
between 1743 and 1763, the historic park has been 
ranked highly with the likes of prestigious landscapes 
including Blenheim and Stow and is now Grade 1 listed 
on the English Heritage register of parks and gardens of 
special historic interest in England.

During its lifespan the fortunes of the site have waxed 
and waned but its most treasured hidden gem, Virgils 
Grove and other aspects of the site were restored to their 
former glory when £1.3million of Heritage Lottery Funding 
was used to bring the site back to life.

Visitors can make the most of opportunities to while 
away the days across the 57 hectare site, whether it’s a 
walk along the many footpaths taking in the wonderful 
views or exploring the wildlife and wildflowers that have 
made a home for themselves at The Leasowes.

Read on to discover more about the Shenstone’s family 
connections to the site, the era under William Shenstone 
and the wildlife.

Shenstone’s early education was under a school-dame in 
Halesowen, whom he later immortalised in his poem, ‘The 
School Mistress’. Subsequently he attended Halesowen 
Grammar School before going to an academy in Solihull 
and to Pembroke College in Oxford in 1732.

Thomas Shenstone died in 1724 leaving William and his
younger brother Joseph in the care of their mother. She
continued to manage the farm until her death in 1732 
The guardianship of the land passed to John Spencer 
and later to Thomas Dolman (William’s uncle), before 
William took over the estate in the early 1740s.

Shenstone admitted that he was a poor farmer and 
only ever wanted to write poetry. His poems were 
occasionally published until 1755 when Robert Dodsley 
included some of his work in a book of modern poems. 

The book was a best seller and Shenstone’s poems 
became very popular. He was preparing his collected works 
for publication when he died of fever in February 1763 and 
was buried in Halesowen churchyard. Shenstone did not 
marry and his estate passed 
to John Hodgetts, a distant 
relative.

At the time, gardens in Britain were laid in formal designs 
with rigid lines of trees and shaped flowerbeds and pools. 
This was Shentone’s original approach to landscaping 
The Leasowes but he soon abandoned this for a style that 
respected and utilised the natural landscape.

He was not a wealthy man; indeed, if Shenstone had the 
means he would have probably continued with his formal 
designs. He worked in an unplanned fashion, forced to 
economise and to use his imagination, which is why it 
became such a unique landscape.

Shenstone transformed parts of his property into a 
‘ferme ornee’ – an ornamental farm. Not only did he 
introduce cascades and pools into the natural waterways, 
constructed ruins and seats to decorate the landscape, 
dedicated urns to the memory of friends and planted trees 
and shrubs to highlight the views both within the site and 
more importantly the surrounding countryside.

The distinct features added by Shenstone developed into a 
themed walk, which visitors to the site can still enjoy today. 
Although famous during Shenstone’s life, The Leasowes
reputation increased after his death, due largely to the
publication of ‘A Description of The Leasowes’ by Robert
Dodsley in 1765. This described the circuit path, which led
visitors through the varied landscape, allowing visitors to
tour The Leasowes. Visitors to the site have included
Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin and John Wesley.

In the years since, fortunes have increased and declined.
The house itself was rebuilt in 1778 and several other
buildings including the Ruined Priory, survived until the
1960s. Sections of the circuit walk remain, but many of
Shenstone’s original trees have gone.

THE LEASOWES IS RENOWNED BOTH NATIONALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY FOR ITS 
SIGNIFICANCE IN MARKING A FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE IN GARDEN DESIGN. p

VIRGILS GROVE AND OTHER ASPECTS 
OF THE SITE WERE RESTORED TO THEIR 
FORMER GLORY WITH £1.3MILLION OF 
HERITAGE LOTTERY FUNDING 

15 The Lyttleton Arms and 87-89 High 

Street (all Locally Listed)

The tall gables of 87 and 89 High Street and the Lyttleton 

Arms public house form an impressive historic frontage 

to this junction.  There has been a pub here since 1756, 

although the present building, with its attractive apsidal 

end dictated by its position, is mid-late C19th.  Until the 

1960’s this was a major road junction. 

Note also trail point 15a, this is where the Laconstoone 

stream flowed, continuing down the present-day 

Birmingham Road to join the River Stour at the bottom of 

the hill.

16 Former Methodist Church, 

 Birmingham Street (Locally Listed)

Now in commercial use, this former primitive Methodist 

church (1868), then Ebenezer Chapel, is a three-bay front 

in redbrick with blue and white polychrome decoration.  

See the 1889 foundation stones at the front entrance laid 

by dignitaries.

17 Whitehall Gardens 

Whitehall Gardens first appeared in the second edition of 

OS and has a commemorative tablet (1909) dedicated to 

their designer.  The plaque indicates their creation during 

the ‘depression of trade’ to ‘assist the unemployed and to 

beautify the approach to the town’.

For magnificent views of the town centre, follow 

Whitehall Garden’s steps into Whitehall Drive (the 

steps that ascend to  the junction of Whitehall Drive 

and Siviter Street), then turn around.    

This area is the ‘Tenterfields’ area of Halesowen and refers 

to the use of the land in the medieval period onwards 

cloth preparation.  Loosely woven cloth was washed and 

thickened by a “fuller” in the River Stour.  The washed 

13 11 Peckingham Street (Locally Listed)

There are several Victorian features on this building, 

including an intricate terracotta detail below the eaves.

14 The Queen’s Head, Birmingham Street 

(Locally Listed)

Queen’s Head was in Peckingham Street as early as 1675.  

The present pub (now Birmingham Street), may be a 

C17th building despite its Victorian trimmings. 

HALESOWEN 
ARCHITECTURAL 

HERITAGE TRAIL
cloth was then stretched out on wooden frames known 

as tenters and kept in place with hooks, hence the term 

“being on tenterhooks”. 

17a  Fingerpost Gardens 

Prior to becoming a public park in the 1960’s, this area 

was open space, the rear of which contained a holy well, 

from which water was last used in 1925 by the adjacent 

Halesowen Brewery (now demolished).

18 Hay Moat, 10 Church Lane (Locally Listed)

The remains of a C19th cottage under the bridge 

(once ‘Dog Lane’), together with several inlets 

under the cottage, suggest this was a small                                 

watermill.  

19 6 - 8 Church Lane, Whitefriars,       

Church Lane (Grade II Listed)

This C16th timber 

framed house, 

occupying a raised 

bank above the 

road, compliments 

the views of Church 

Lane and was part of 

a group of cottages.  

Threatened with 

demolition in the 

1960s the owner 

saved it.

20 49-63 High Street, site of the Rectory

These 1960’s shops were the site of the Church of St John 

the Baptist’s (opposite) Rectory, a large detached building 

fronting onto the High Street.

21 65 High Street

Formerly 20 High Street, this former bank was built in the 

interwar period.  Note the decorated stone urns at parapet 

level.

22 Nos. 75, 77 and 79 High Street        

(Grade II Listed)

These buildings, formerly 30, 31 and 32 High Street, 

represent the sort of buildings making up most of central 

Halesowen before 1960’s development.

The late C18th front of 75 High Street hides a well-

preserved C15th timber-framed Merchant’s House with 

a fine roof structure.  The timber frame is exposed at the 

rear, accessible via the service road at the back.  77 is a red 

bricked building with a hipped roof, moulded wood eaves 

and a late C19th shopfront.  

The interior retains many of its original chemist  shop 

fittings and display items.  79 is a late C18th/early C19th 

red brick building with sash windows with flat brick arches 

with a stone parapet masking a hipped tiled roof. 

Walk back up High Street and cross the road to enter 

the churchyard.

23 Churchyard Walls, Gates

 (Grade II Listed)

 and Market Cross 
 (Scheduled Monument)

The churchyard walls to the south and east 

are local red sandstone.  The medieval market 

cross is a Scheduled Monument moved from 

the Cornbow after being blown down in a 1908 

gale and saved by civic minded industrialist, Job 

Garrat.  

It is a tall, cylindrical, stone shaft, much 

fractured and weathered, topped 

by a ball finial and small cross.

Walk through the churchyard viewing former headstones, 

edging the footpath - many are 300+ years old, with 

interesting carved details and inscriptions.

24 Church of St. John the Baptist 

 (Grade I Listed)

This impressive church contains work from Norman 

to Victorian eras.  The original tower collapsed in the 

C15th, destroying the east part of the nave.  It was rebuilt 

differently, explaining why Norman work remains and 

yet the church is not Norman in character. The west and 

south doorways are Norman.  The tower is perpendicular 

with a fine spire; the outer south aisle was added in 1883.  

Inside there is an excellent Romanesque font (1797), a 

monument to William Shenstone of The Leasowes and to 

John the Baptist. Tiles from Halesowen Abbey are display.

HALESOWEN ARCHITECTURAL 
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Introduction

Halesowen Town Centre can be traced back to 

the 1086 Domesday Survey although the manor 

and town of ‘Halas’ is thought to be Anglo-Saxon. 

‘Halesowen’ is from the early Anglo-Saxon ‘Halas’ 

meaning nook/remote valley and the Medieval 

Welsh name ‘Owen’. From the early C13th, it 

was a thriving market town due to Halesowen 

Abbey, becoming a local centre for woollen cloth 

weaving and as a regional market centre for corn. 

In 1220 a market charter was obtained by the Abbey’s 

Abbot, enabling a Wednesday market.  King Henry III 

bestowed a Borough Charter in 1270 and in 1344 a further 

grant was obtained for a Monday market and a four-day 

fair in June at the Feast of St Barnabas.  Following the 

dissolution of the Abbey, the 1539 Church Warden’s 

accounts show replanning, including a new market hall 

and street layout.  In 1609 the Lady of the Manor had the 

original 1344 grant reconfirmed resulting in the Monday 

market continuing until 1868 when market day was 

changed to Saturdays.

The town’s position next to the River Stour provided access 

to waterpower for industry, cornmills and by the C17th 

metal forging. Nail making was the main post medieval 

industry and many of the mills were used for slitting and 

iron production.  From the mid C19th, button production 

was also significant in the area.  The town centre has not 

altered significantly in size since that time although a 

redevelopment scheme in the early 1960’s saw a major 

programme of demolition and redevelopment throughout 

the town, resulting in the loss of many of Halesowen’s older 

structures including a few examples of ‘half-timbered’ 

buildings. Despite this however the original street patterns 

were retained, which together with the remaining older 

buildings help to capture the unmistakably historic 

character of Halesowen which is designated as an 

‘archaeological priority area’ due to its high potential for 

medieval and industrial archaeological remains.

1 Cornbow Centre

Up until the construction of ‘The Precinct’ in the 1960’s 

(renamed the Cornbow Centre c.1980’s), historic buildings 

fronted Hagley Street including Nos. 26-27, 32, 33 Hagley 

Street, which had at their rear with a large ‘Garden Pool 

Orchard’. The trees and pool were clearly depicted on the 

town’s first edition Ordnance survey map (1881-87).  

Exit Great Cornbow on Hagley Street, into the heart   

of the town.  Immediately opposite, at trail point 1a,   

is a run of 1960s shops and banks (3-22 Hagley Street), 

where a chapel once stood.

2 Somers Square

On the right is ‘Somers Square’, named after Walter 

Somers (C19th forgemaster), once the site of a very tight 

junction between Great Cornbow and Hagley Street.  

Hagley Street was considerably narrower, the terrace 

of Great Cornbow extending into the square by an 

additional four buildings! 1930’s remodelling resulted in 

27 Great Cornbow/Hobbs becoming an end of terrace 

building instead of a mid-terrace building.

3 27 Great Cornbow/Hobbs (Locally Listed)

A glimpse into how Hagley Street used to look, this is an 

early C19th building, retaining its original first and second 

floor sliding sash windows, Art Deco style stained glass 

and green shield motif of the transom lights.  Its side 

elevation and shopfront show how it became a corner plot.  

4 23 Hagley Street, 

formerly Lloyds Bank 

(Locally Listed)

An Edwardian purpose-built bank, 

it set the standard and blueprint 

for Lloyds Bank architecture.  

The upper stories of pointed 

arches and terracotta panels 

remain. 

5 Shop on the Corner of Summer Hill and 

Hagley Road, 1 Hagley Road

The start of a C19th terrace, still displaying its decorative 

window heads above the first-floor elevations and other 

original architectural features. Note the cast iron street 

plaque for Summer Hill on its side.

6 1 Summer Hill 

This former bank appeared on the second edition OS 

(1903-12) and until the 1970s construction of the car park 

marked the junction between Summer Hill and Laurel 

Lane (originally Buck House Lane).  Note the red brick 

section of the building (by back wall of the carpark) 

which was the prominent elevation of the building, onto 

Buck House Lane.  The 1960’s Queensway construction 

severed this building from the rest of Summer Hill and 

Laurel Lane.

To view the rest of Laurel lane, cross the Queensway 

using the level crossing, or use the subway.

11 Meriden House, 6 Great Cornbow , 

Former Fox Inn

From the first OS map, until the late 1970’s this was the Fox 

Inn public house, before becoming offices.  It occupies 

what was a long triangular marketplace, extending from 

the bridge in the east, along Great Cornbow and Little 

Cornbow, up to Hagley Street in the west.

 

12 24 to 26 Great Cornbow (Grade II Listed)

These imposing early C19th buildings were Halesowen 

Borough Council offices.  The canted bay window (left of the 

main entrance to 25 and 25a) bears the Halesowen Borough 

coat-of-arms marking the position of the former Mayor’s 

Parlour.  Numbers 25 and 25a include such features as a 

stuccoed Tuscan doorcase and crow-step gables.

Number 24 is built in Regency style with a stuccoed 

Ionic doorcase and a fanlike segmental tympanum (the 

decorated space above the lintel).  Notice the date and 

initials set into the brickwork on either side of the front door.

Opposite number 24 (at trail point 23a), where Great 

Cornbow meets with the Bull Ring, is where the Market 

Cross originally stood and the town’s market took place.  In 

1908, the Market cross was re-erected in the Churchyard.

Return to Queensway, past the 1970’s apartment 

block on the site of the former Magistrates Court, 

originally the site of a large detached house, The 

Laurels.  Continue along the Queensway, past the 

Police Station, then under the subway, returning to the 

town centre by trail point 9.

9 Cornbow Bridge
(Locally Listed)  

The Cornbow Bridge crosses over the River Stour 

and its associated sandstone walls are reminiscent of 

Halesowen’s historic past. The bridge’s name refers to the 

Corn Mill once in the area, first mentioned in a document 

of 1668/9 when it was reported as being in a bad state 

of repair.  It was periodically bought up at Salop Quarter 

Session Courts throughout the C18th and C19th as 

needing repair. The present bridge shows signs of repairs 

completed over the past 200 years. 

Originally the Stour was traversed by a series of fords, 

before being exploited as a source of waterpower in the 

C17th - when this bridge was erected - improving access 

to forges, mills and a tannery, The River Stour played a 

huge role in the industrialisation of Halesowen, providing 

power for iron foundries and manufacture of edge tools, 

vices, anvils and gun barrels.

The bridge also acts as the starting point for extended 

walking routes to The Leasowes historic park and 

garden; or to Hawne Basin/Dudley No. 2 Canal walk, 

Old Hill Station and Coombeswood walks.  See link 

map.

10 Helen House (formerly The Institute), 

12 Great Cornbow (Locally Listed)  

Built in 1877 as the Halesowen Institute incorporating a 

Reading Room and Library, like many other ‘Mechanic 

Institutes’ built in industrial towns by industrialists.  Gifted 

to the people of Halesowen in 1925, it was sold by the 

trustees in 1938.  

It continued as an institute until 1948, when Brady 

Brothers changed its use and it was renamed Helen 

House after Mr Brady’s daughter.

7 The Nail Warehouse, corner of Laurel 

Lane and Powell Street (Locally Listed)

This well-preserved building (despite the edition of 

rendering), is the sole surviving former nail warehouse in 

Halesowen and serves as an important reminder of this 

significant past local industry. Occupied in 1901 by James 

Heague, iron nail and chain manufacturer, it is where 

‘foggers’ (or ‘go betweens’) issued iron rod to the nailers 

to create finished nails. 

Marked on the 1884 OS map, it showed a large cart arch 

going beneath the warehouse (now gone), where 17 

Laurel Lane now stands.  The cart arch accommodated 

wagons for delivery of bundles of iron rods and dispatch 

of the finished nails.

8 13 to 14 and 15 to 16 Laurel Lane

(Locally Listed)  

A significant part of Halesowen’s principal nail making 

suburb, Laurel Lane, created piecemeal from the 1850’s 

until 1900.  Speculative builders purchased plots of land 

and although using typical Victorian architectural forms, 

developed blocks of buildings.  Note the plaque ‘1880 

AJA’ on 13 and 14; the use of polychromatic brickwork for 

the architectural door heads on 13 and 14, whilst 15 and 

16 utilise stone for both door and window heads. 

visit www.discoverdudley.org.uk

@DiscoverDudley @DiscoverDudley

There’s lots to see and do in the

borough of Dudley

THE LEASOWES SSSIA guide to the waxcap grasslands

Use the controlled crossing 
point(s) at Vine Lane junction 
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During opening hours, option to go through Cornbow Centre. 
Take escalator down from first floor, (from Bus Station/ 

Queensway level), to Hagley Street and on to join either Great 
Cornbow or Little Cornbow, towards Cornbow Bridge. 

(Lifts are also available within the centre)
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From Cornbow Bridge, use the ramp to the left of 
the subway to go up to the Queensway level; the 

subway is not part of the walking route

Please keep within the constraints of the 
towpath as the canal edge may not be easily 
defined. The canal at this point does not fully 

hold water and may be overgrown.  The 
towpath is surrounded by trees and is well 
used, so makes for a pleasant shady walk
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Easy-walking route from Halesowen (approx. 25 mins)


